The induction of labour by the intravenous infusion of prostaglandin F2alpha.
Labour was induced by the intravenous infusion of prostaglandin F2alpha in 106 patients at 36-44 weeks of pregnancy. The induction was successful in 80% of the women. The total dose needed ranged from 0.1 to 14.2 mg of PGF2alpha. The uterine activity and fetal heart rate were recorded by cardiotocography. The contraction pattern and induction-delivery time were the same as reported for induction with oxytocin. In one case uterine hyperactivity occurred after rupture of the membranes. No serious adverse effects were seen, but in a few cases local irritation was noted at the site of infusion. The condition of the infants was generally good. It might be concluded that PGF2alpha seems valuable for the induction of labour, but due to the risk for over-stimulation careful supervision is needed.